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PRESENTATIONS 

 
 

FOR STUDENTS in PRE-K to K 

EVERYDAY MATH: MEASUREMENT (LIA & LUÍS: WHO HAS MORE?) 

During this presentation, Ana will read the initial pages of LIA & LUÍS: WHO HAS MORE?, 

encourage students to make estimates about who has more, pick team Lia or team Luís, and 

discuss the reasons why they picked that team. Then, Ana will go back to the beginning of the 

story and read the entire book, revealing the answer to who has more. Later, Ana and the 

students will compare objects, put them in order from the biggest to the smallest, then from the 

heaviest to the lightest, using a balance scale to confirm the results. This interdisciplinary activity 

combines mathematical concepts and language skills (comparative and superlative). 

 

THE MAKING OF THE MY EMOTIONS & ME SERIES (JP BOOKS)  

In this presentation, students will learn about the development of the My Emotion & Me series– 

from idea to final product. Ana starts by reading JP AND THE GIANT OCTOPUS, then shares 

the personal event that inspired the story, and explains how the story became a book. Because 

of the audience’s age, it is not an in-depth presentation, but it allows young kids to understand 

the basic process of book creation.  This presentation requires approximately 20min, plus time 

for questions. 
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MY EMOTIONS (JP BOOKS) 

Targeting younger audiences, this presentation focus on identifying some of JP's feelings and 

the reasons behind them.  What would you do if you were facing the scary giant octopus or the 

annoying polka-dotted aliens?  Ana starts by reading one of the books in the MY EMOTIONS & 

ME series. Then, she and the students talk about the emotion discussed in the book, identify 

ways in which we express that emotion, and brainstorm the best way to handle such a feeling. 

This presentation requires approximately 20min, plus time for questions. 

 

FOR STUDENTS in 1st-5th grades 

THE MAKING OF THE SOCK THIEF: A SOCCER STORY  

In this presentation, students will learn about the development of The Sock Thief: A Soccer 

Story– from idea to final product. Ana uses first drafts of the text and the illustrations to show 

the process of editing a book– how text influence illustrations, but illustrations also influence 

text. Throughout the presentation, Ana asks questions about the before and after examples she 

shares and shows the students picture books are the work of a group, who creates the story, 

illustrates it, and is constantly revising and editing to make it perfect. The depth of the 

presentation will depend on the age and level of the students, either focusing on the overall 

development of a book or focusing on the revision and editing processes. For younger students, 

this presentation may include a demonstration on how to make a sock ball. All presentations 

include a reading of the book. This presentation requires approximately 30min, plus time for 

questions. 
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BRAZILIAN CULTURE (THE SOCK THIEF: A SOCCER STORY) 

It’s always fun to learn about different cultures. In this presentation, Ana uses THE SOCK 

THIEF: A SOCCER STORY to discuss some of the differences and similarities between Brazil 

and the United States. She also talks about language and teaches some Portuguese words. 

Depending on the technology available, Ana and the students can even pay a virtual visit to 

Brazil.  This presentation requires approximately 30min, plus time for questions. 

 

FOR STUDENTS in 5th-6th grades (if 6th grade is part of elementary school) 

WORKSHOP: LET’S WRITE A PICTURE BOOK! 

Through a period of five days, students will work on their own picture books and experience the 

author’s process to create a story. Each day consists of a 50-min long lesson with hands-on 

activities. Lessons may happen over a week or, preferably, over a period of two to four weeks. 

 

DAY 1: THEORY 

During the first day, we will discuss the picture book format. How does it differ from other 

formats? What age group does it serve? What makes a picture book great? What topics do 

picture books discuss?  

HOMEWORK: Come up with at least three ideas for a picture book. 

 

 

 



 

Page 4 of 5 

DAY 2: FIRST DRAFT 

During the second day, we will talk about word count, word choices, and the collaboration 

between words and images. Students will present their ideas to the class and, after 

considering each one of them, will pick one for their first draft. 

HOMEWORK: Finish your first draft or continue to improve it. 

 

DAY 3: REVISION 

During the third day, we will discuss the structure of a picture book and use pagination as 

a revising tool: How many pages does a picture book have? When should the problem be 

introduced?  When should the story’s climax happen? And more. 

HOMEWORK: Keep revising the manuscript until you can’t think of a way to improve it. 

 

DAY 4: SECOND DRAFT 

During the fourth day, we will discuss how reading aloud can be a powerful tool to make 

sure your manuscript is ready. We will also revise the pagination with illustrations in 

mind. 

HOMEWORK: Illustrate or create a storyboard for your manuscript. 

 

DAY 5: CRITIQUES 

During the fifth day, students will present their works, and have them critiqued by their 

peers and the author. We will discuss what a good critique consists of, how to be 

respectful of each other’s work, and how to use a critique to improve your manuscript. 
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FOR TEACHERS 

CURRENT TRENDS AND ISSUES IN PICTURE BOOKS 

This presentation addresses some of the current trends and issues in the picture book world. 

Presentations can be customized to the client’s needs. Here are some examples of topics: 

 

• FROM IDEA TO PUBLICATION: THE PROCESS OF CREATING A PICTURE BOOK 

• WORD COUNT AND THE COLLABORATION BETWEEN TEXT AND IMAGES 

• DIVERSITY IN PICTURE BOOKS: THE IMPORTANCE OF SEEING YOURSELF ON 

THE PAGES OF A BOOK 

 

Presentations can take from 30min to 2hrs, depending on the topic chosen and the type of 

event.  

 


